KEN KEEBLER & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Management, Operations & Investigative Consultants for Insurance Special Investigations Units

1901 Capri Road – Valrico, Florida 33594

Telephone:  (813) 681-2536      Fax (813) 681-2536
e-mail:  kkeebler@tampabay.rr.com

October 22, 2008

Mr Ernie King

President

Florida Advisory Committee On Arson Prevention (FACAP)

Subject:  2008 Ed Meshalko Distinguished Service Award

Dear President King,

This correspondence is in reference to your call for nominations for the 2008 Ed Meshalko Distinguished Service Award and per that request, I would like to nominate  Jeff Merritt, Division of State Fire Marshal (SFM).
Jeff is a career law enforcement officer and investigator who began his career in 1981 working his way up to Detective Lieutenant with the Taylor County Sheriff’s Office. In 1991, he joined the Bureau of Fire & Arson Investigations (BFAI), Division of SFM, and was first assigned as a Detective to the North Region in Tallahassee.  As an entry level Detective his enthusiasm and aggressive investigations immediately came to the notice of his superiors and his cooperative attitude was apparent to investigators within the insurance special investigations community.  For these and other attributes, he was promoted in 2000 to Lieutenant of BFAI’s Special Operations Unit at the Headquarters.
In 2001, he returned to the North Region and his professionalism, aggressive investigations, cooperative attitude, and expertise in supervising investigations was recognized to the point that in 2003 he was promoted to Captain supervising all BFAI investigations and operations in the North Region.  During several months in 2007-08, because of the absence of a Captain in the Jacksonville office, Jeff was handed the responsibility for that region as well, which then gave him geographical responsibility from Jacksonville to the Ocala area and west halfway across the panhandle.
In early 2008, Jeff was moved to Hq BFAI to assume additional supervisory duties at the bureau level and in September 2008, was detailed as the Assistant to the Deputy CFO for matters relating to BFAI/SFM.
On October 20, 2008, it was announced that Jeff was assuming the duties of Assistant Director, Division of State Fire Marshal.
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Jeff became a member of FACAP early in his SFM career, and it didn’t take long for him to get noticed as a member with good ideas, motivation and a desire to be involved.  He was subsequently elected to the Board of Directors where he continued to produce results, particularly in fostering positive relations with the SIU community as the Chair of the Fire Service & Law Enforcement Subcommittee.  Among other things, this sub-committee is responsible for coordinating the FS/LE Scholarship Program granting free attendance by approximately fifty to seventy-five FS/LE officers and prosecutors at the annual seminar each year.  He continues to serve on that subcommittee as well as providing essential leadership to FACAP’s Reward Program.
Jeff was elected President of FACAP in 2006 bringing fresh ideas and projects, culminating in a very successful annual seminar and a new historical twist.  The incoming President changed employment and could not serve.  Because of the short notice, efforts to enlist a qualified person to assume the Presidency were unsuccessful and the Nominating Committee was able to talk Jeff into one more year leading the organization.  This is the first time since the mid-70s that a FACAP President served two consecutive terms.  For that single act of heroism alone, FACAP owes Jeff a debt of gratitude, but also for so much more.

Because of his dedication, commitment, cooperation and overall professionalism, Jeff has been a credit to the Arson Bureau, the State Fire Marshal’s Office, to FACAP, and the citizens of Florida.  For all these reasons and many more, I am honored to submit his name for consideration to receive FACAP’s 2008 Ed Meshalko Distringuished Service Award.
Respectfully submitted,

KENNETH M. KEEBLER

Kk/kk
